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Anglers may fish in waters found on public land such as lowa State Forests, Parks, &
Wildlife Management Areas. In the lowa Driftless region, many of the frout streams
flow through private land. On private property, the landowner owns the streambed
and angling is only allowed with landowner permission. On private property, the lowa
DNR works with landowners to allow the opportunity for public fishing in two ways:
° is simply a verbal agreement between the
landowner and the state, allowing fish stocking and public fishing. On private
property where a verbal agreement is in place, one will see white signs which
read, ‘Private Property. Public Fishing Only’. Stiles, allowing one to easily cross
a fence, may also be present.
® The second system is the that allows public
fishing, fish stocking by the DNR, and habitat improvement on the stream. The
easement consists of a corridor of 75’ on hoth sides of the centerline of the
siream; therefore, the corridor moves as the stream changes direction. This
allows continual access to the stream. On private property where an easement
is present, DNR staff post white access signs as well as grey signs reading,
‘Open for Public Fishing. Stream Easement Area’.
° and neither sign is present, stay out or ask the landowner. There
are plenty of fishing opportunities in the region.
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WA & T 0.6 mile stream with rainhow trout

This little stretch of water (pronounced bee-yalk) would
make an interesting side trip from Coldwater Creek. Bigalk is a spring-fed, coldwater
creek that is one of only three streams in lowa with inconsistent natural reproduction
of rainbow trout. The landowner has cooperated with several agencies, and extensive
habitat improvements were made between 1995-1999 and again in 2013, which
included reshaping the stream bank, installing rock riprap, constructing fish hides
and reseeding the bank. Today, this stream measures three to seven feet across and
flows in a rough west to east direction before joining the Upper lowa River near the
truss bridge with parking access. Although the stream is somewhat narrow from the
Upper lowa River to the intersection of 370th Street and 345th Street, the waterway
does widen as you enter the Bigalk Wildlife Management Area and head west parallel
to 30th Street and info the Bigalk Trout Stream Wildlife Area that is lined by palisade
limestone bluffs. Nearby lodging options include Harvest Farm Campground.
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WA & F 2T 4.0 mile stream with brown & rainbow trout
Coldwater Creek has the most interesting headwaters of all the
lowa streams, as the creek’s “source” begins at Coldwater Cave. Known as lowa's longest
and most spectacular cave with over 17 miles of passages documented, the stream
begins from the base of a 100 foot-tall bluff located within the 232-acre Coldwater Creek
Wildlife Management Area. Coldwater Creek is considered by many to be one of the
hetter trout streams in the state due to its length and fish counts. Although some stream
segments are surrounded by dense foliage, pasture and prairie surround the majority
of this medium-sized creek that is known to be home to naturally reproducing rainbows.
Coldwater Creek also features many runs between obvious deep pools, which makes it
an ideal stream for bait fishers and fly fishers alike. The streambed offers enough room
for anglers to get their offering to where it needs to be without much difficulty, due
to the twists and turns of the creek. For a weekend getaway, nearby lodging options
include Chimney Rock Campground and Randy’s Bluffton Store & Campground.
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AT & T 4.3 mile stream with brook & brown trout

Located on the Seed Savers Exchange's (SSE) 890-acre organic
Heritage Farm, Pine Spring Creek and porfions of North Canoe and West Canoe creeks
offer an idyllic setting for fishing both brook and brown trout. Visitors may keep brown
trout, but SSE asks visitors to release brook trout, which have been the subject of ongoing
preservation efforts since 2009. SSE has worked with the lowa DNR, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Trout Unlimited and Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association to improve the
habitat for brook trout in Pine Springs Creek by restoring the flow of the original stream
bed and improving habitat for spawning. The brook trout, an indigenous species, has been
reinfroduced fo Pine Spring Creek and was lust stocked in 2004 from the South Pine Creek
strain. Today, Pine Springs Creek is induded in the lowa DNR's List of Outstanding lowa
Waters for its water quality. While you enjoy Pine Spring Creek, the rest of the family can
enjoy Heritage Farm's eight miles of trails, views of Ancient White Park cattle,  Historic
Apple Orchard, picnic tables, a visitors' center and display gardens for children and adults.
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WA & s 0.2 mile stream with brown trout
DI  The stream has a small population of wild browns that move

into the stream when flows and water temperatures are acceptable. With only a small
segment of stream open to fishing, anglers shouldn't expect to spend much time here.

) / .
No Trespassing J\. (',; - % @
& \

WA & O Thes 0.5 mile stream with brook & brown trout

Casey Springs has healthy, naturally reproducing populations
of both brown and brook trout and is one of only seven streams in lowa with restored
populations of brook trout originally acquired from South Pine Creek.
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WA & 0Tz 3.0 mile stream with brown & rainhow trout

Out of all the trout streams in lowa, there are only a handful
as beautiful as the upper reaches of Trout River. Here, scores of mature brown and
rainbow trout can be seen feeding at all levels of the water column. You might even be
50 lucky as to land a wild brown trout, as they have begun to reproduce here naturally.
Known as a coldwater pasture siream, Trout River has two segments open for public
fishing. The northern half-mile section of stream is private but can be accessed along
133rd Ave. The landowner has cooperated with several agencies, resulfing in extensive
habitat improvements that include embedding native prairie lands, bank stabilization
and tree planting. The southern segment of siream is located on the 171-ucre Trout
River Wildlife Management Area and can be accessed from a parking lot across the
road from Sampson Springs Campground. Please note that the stream segment
highlighted in yellow above is on private land and does NOT allow public fishing. This
unfishable segment is marked by signs and barbed wire running across the stream.
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WA & 20 2.0 mile stream with brook & brown trout

There is only one stream in Northeast lowa that maintains an
undisturbed population of lowa’s native brook trout. These trout are genetically distinct
from all others, may be decedents of fish from pioneer days, and are possibly even
survivors from the last ice age. For those drawn to wild fish, South Pine Creek provides
a fruly irreplaceable experience. It isn't an easy stream to find though, and the fishable
portion of this stream is a little over a mile hike from the only parking access within the
217-acre South Pine Creek WMA. The walk is pretty easy for the most part but does include
steep gradients leading to and from the stream. One mile from the parking access, the
terrain opens up into a picturesque clearing with the main stem of South Pine Creek
located in a wide, grassy valley, seemingly untouched. If you are lucky enough to land one
of these amazingly colored brook trout, don't expect anything over a pound, but e ready
for o fight. With that said, consider approaching South Pine Creek as a naturalist rather
than an angler given that this is genuinely one of northeast lowa’s special resources.
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WA & 20T 2.2 mile stream with brown & rainbow trout

Trout Run Creek follows both Trout Run Road and the Trout Run
Trail just south of Decorah. The stream has excellent access with several parking areas,
including parking at the Decorah Fish Hatchery. At the hatchery, the catchable rout waters
of the stream begin at the base of the waterfall fed by lowa’s second-largest spring, Siewer
Springs. Here, water surges out of a limestone outcropping at 3,000-5,000 gallons per
minute, forming the Trout Run trout stream and providing the only water source for the
Decorah Fish Hatchery. The hatchery welcomes visitors and popular pastimes during visits
include feeding the trout being reared in the raceways and viewing the famous “Decorah
Eagles.” The hirds are frequent visitors o the hatchery and nearby stream, feasting on
trout and small animals. Trout run is a large stream by Driftless standards, perhaps 20-75
feet across, flowing through the 106-acre Trout Run WMA before joining the much larger
Upper lowa River at Trout Run Park. The entire length of this stream is fishable, and with
five universal access fishing points, is one of the most accessible in lowa.
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WA & 0T 11.2 mile stream with brown & rainbow trout

Bear Creek is an 11.2 mile-long tributary of the Upper lowa River, joining Waterloo Creek for a short distance before entering the Upper lowa just east of where
Highway 76 crosses the river in Allamakee County. lts branches, North Bear and South Bear are considered by many to be two of the top trout streams in lowa. With more angler visits to
these two streams than any other in the state,  trip here will guarantee you great water, willing browns, and abundant fishing access since both are almost entirely under public ownership.
Altering segments of pasture and blufH-ined woodlands are what you will experience while fishing the Bear system. Be prepared to outfit yourself properly with waders and the right
equipment to navigate through the brush, stream crossings, and close-quarter casting conditions. South Bear Creek begins west of Highlandville, which is also home to Bear Creek Cabins and
the Highlandville General Store & Campground. If you need gear or a snack, the General Store is a one-stop-shop for fishing tackle, bait, groceries, fishing & hunting licenses and the locals’
favorite “Spring Grove Soda.” One feature that makes South Bear Creek different from other nearby streams is the number of heaver dams. There are at least five past or present dams,
which make for large pools that have been known to produce hefty browns. The eastern portion of South Bear has a noticeable drop to it, where riffles drop off into runs, pockets, pools
and undercut banks that are easy to wade in and fish. North Bear joins South Bear along Quandahl Road and has one of the largest populations of wild brown trout in lowa. From access
along Quandahl Road to the 2nd Bridge known as the “Takle or Bjerke Bridge,” you can expect to loop through woodland, while occasionally edging around limestone cliffs and cuts. Many
consider this two-mile stretch to be one of the most scenic sections of the Bear system, and also a trout habitat hot spot with excellent numbers. The small, quiet section of water from the
“Ind Bridge” to the “4th Bridge” known as the “Headwater or Lane Bridge,” will take you through o mixture of continuously-grazed pastures and lush-green spring grass. Typically, these two
segments receive less angler pressure and would be ideal sections for those new to the sport of fly fishing who are looking for an open pasture with good back cast room and water access.
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WA & 20Os 2.6 mile stream with brown & rainbow trout

Coon Creek is located in the remote 1,713 acre Coon Creek
Wildlife Management Area and offers anglers a largely untouched spot to explore. This
stream winds through a thickly forested, varying countryside that features a lush riparian
corridor, a canopy of aspen stands and wide-open meadows. If you've never fished here
before, wear waders and walk downstream as far as you would like to go hefore working
your way back upstream in the water. Most of the stream is blanketed with foliage, which
makes back casting difficult and spin fishing the preferred method for catching trout.
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WA & 2O 0.5 mile stream with brown & rainbow trout

Twin Springs is o small, coldwater siream that flows through
city park and Pulpit Rock Campground before emptying into the Upper lowa River. It is
heavily fished because of the campground and frequent stocking schedule. 0ld traces of
a historic trout hatchery, a hiking trail, and numerous picnic areas can be found in Twin
Springs Park. Beginning the first weekend of June, a children’s trout fishing pond offers
a safe and convenient location for young anglers to learn the basics. A youth trout fishing
clinic is offered at the pond each year during free fishing weekend for lowa residents.
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YA & T 0.3 mile stream with brown & rainbow trout

Located east of the community of Protivin, Bohemian
Creek is named for the (zech immigrants who settled here on the western edge
of the Driftless Area in the nineteenth century. This tributary to the Turkey River
is situated within the 20-acre Ludwig County Park that is accessible from parking
near the bridge on 337th Ave. Although fishing access is somewhat limited since
much of the stream runs through private property, Bohemian Creek features
good shore fishing, a shelter, and fire pit.
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0T & T 1.0 mile stream with rainbow trout

One of three streams located northwest of Decorah, West
Canoe Creek is an open and accessible pasture stream that winds through Troll Hollow
Campground. Although this is a warm-water stream, don't hesitate to wet a line and
check it out, especially if you are new to fly fishing. The stream offers beginners the
ideal location to set up, relax and cast for rainbows. It is also a short drive’s distance
from Pine Springs Creek and Bluffton Resort and Bar as well as Huichinson Family
Farm & Campground, making it an ideal stream for a side rip.
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WA & s 1.55 mile stream with brown trout
DT The Yellow River is o diverse fishery that includes hoth

warmwater and coldwater fishes. In this section of the Yellow, water temperatures can
get a bit warm in the summer for trout, especially during low stream flows. The stream
meanders through well-managed pastures, providing anglers with an enjoyable fishing
experience. Riffles and runs end in deep pools that provide plenty of opportunities to
hook a trout. This section of stream is not stocked, but has low numbers of wild brown
trout. Anglers should be aware that cattle may be present in the pastures.

WIS & T 2.8 mile stream with brown trout
DS The lower reaches of Canoe Creek provide anglers with an
opportunity to catch a variety of fish species. Most of the year, wild brown trout

are found in this section of the stream, but as water temps warm in the summer,
don't be surprised if you catch a walleye or smallmouth bass in this area. This
section of Canoe Creek is not stocked, but supports a wild brown trout fishery.
Anglers may also catch rainbow trout that have wandered into the stream from
other stocking locations.
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However, if you plan to fish a section of stream with @) or @) (Stream Crossing) or === (BYOT), consider wearing waders.

F Fence m Most streams that require walking along o @ (Mowed trail) or @ (Pasture) are easily fishable.

from the lowa DNR Fisheries Management, Winneshiek County Conservation, lowa Driftless
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, lowa’s Coldwater Conservancy, and Driftless Area Scenic Byway.




